aa hy 


4 t 
Ti jen a 
oN ae WER 

7 4 A a 3 . ni 













Tapkh. 

Page Set vas ee p> 

ye ee, 
} 


: 3 
Shas, 
ae 


















: ” ' ] 4-4 *) 
ua r HON PE) 4.18 
nonieren ’ i} 
. i ity - ; 4 
Ie gate Ry ma 
ro i ’ } ‘ moO) NC Je 
woh 
a : . . } 
pie 
; 4 5 all 
: CR Y 
Tees b ’ 
¥ Pee 
SS, D ) 





ie b © of - + 
jer 399 ae # 


_— ie eng te | 
a Gel Re ee ‘ 





mn ha 


yi 














© 



































date, with 


<qaginn.2 ice. wi 
nd gpa’ FE 







eae ir 


~ 
rr set 
te ot F 
wy MD te 
s body t 


ih ee 


" 





















a 
co x + 


*. 









‘gems, hen ge Sep ap 
’ at 


aah. Gass 
afi b ss emt 
je authority given to the 


set A ge, wpatyer 4 au 


| apy ne 

. | ¥ ORR BS Xs Mae Beate 
ine astef ar ie eH, at any ot Sroyeraratiy " 
sees d Bevery dryrtee, at } any other time 


at at : De 8 po :  ¢ Fe ae 
- pte Os ler r- 
e Reve | woul Wik ter 


p , : Na 

ay ae Apt d a 4, ¢ Rae a ane Ta sak + . 
ce eae | a Sov praites?« 
he 


te Ss a wrote we jas r 
¢ pe ee 
















* 




























'D LIVE 

Siig reels TR 

il 6.~ ‘h a 
Wee 









i a ‘ ey 
= wearers © ERE. we 
bv p ave a6 4 
NS ey Bee he gest 
en ee ea 
7 
' fi AT 


’ ? 
Pap gNe 
fe pew mehr: MAP ne ae 


aad ae a4 












stg 
+ aa 


RE 





rey a 






r 
emote herb war ? 
>" 
. 





b My or Fs 








“a Parr! ‘teeter “pip F Fe ¢ w w 
| 2 car \ ‘ Ww : » 
sma bo Cte urn yam oy hee tate gry | Whoever ¢o 
te iid g at up in. yeh anh Bote tie py yp a ade . onle i J 7 a tiger Meter 
t - gn - ry — Uh Vv) ‘ swe =aes f i vag ve 
. | off: At the last Presidential election, « can one D ae Quand , 
mi | ing Ss wi Po avia, doo :_. itifle ‘ -ofounc Ae 7 is aso ops 
ties | abaatnd teteektaben ooh: ‘erudity, “Cotton is King.” P he 
| ie a | °? Tew of tee YY yesin x " vonage ie 5 sheath ny = ee 
‘ieee | Cote aaa; Seane 7 op psiges bendy as 
‘ = b odean a! hie th: ? . wh kee * a i oo 
WO OBES! , nek E r ho : te Spat py 
' AED anh ten Tonal 


ae 
sted 


hater: 


gs . ef 
te Bi nll. 

Pate tater 
r Allee Spree 
aot: JS we «Bins 
““7e Wy Las i er 
a enna 

PAPI Bg 

Btiek Of. povert, 


Sab Ohi Y 


é 


y tate | ¥ = | me 4 
Rage ~ ate ee ’ ", 


¢ 
bn ag ate honey ' 
a ¥ ~ whic 
Of t t frag Sy 
~ y ot p 
% om, an 4 a sw Array: 
r inh ape ism which at 
bbov & ring + ‘their r wir ep, -& 
Shen 6) Atom pon k 


rd 


yh 


pee’ 


Pin Pepe y 





: 
; 
' 
4 
' 
5 


ee 


she Sapa 
“ene Rinse 
Be Sp GSB J IAF 


ae 


ok 
\ earee ia ed . 


\ Ah, rey ys 


oe 
ey x tt 


ogo Ba t 1 a 


¢ 


Peds 


ie 


whe 


Tasers uA, 


moe il i 


sate puroued, 


-& 


’ 
PE PRY 


Pyras Re ae 1S SSRN. Monte ‘$e g 


red Bb 7 © some eae Fede ! 
me ) some Mi cd QO: ; ay rear 
ee Ss ahs rg stn, Agger) t * oa f 


ey A 
Faye 


SRE xc 
alee 6s BQ paren soft ba 
R ; 


vey 


nr 


AD ymvenreg< : 


ri aA 
Sec en ee 
tonton ere fe es ? 


ae alk oe x . Sebyires 


— hei rupee # raised ¢ ae REN 


23 yes alive tay vey; , Sa we 
~ h his Pee), 


--.- 2%} aad 
ay 


Ry 
601 


wr bela ; rainy” OF gett: rite: 


> 
; 


oi 
- , 


YC: ote ew here: 


[se 
ate 


Py : he 








TED 
Braye eeagr ohn sate ng 


& ‘pay Fan Face—7 
ate 
% 








rene, MONDAY, APRIL 7, 1879. 





a= 





AMUSEMENTS THIS BVEN ING. 
SOOTHS THEATRE.—Tax Lrrruz Oven. 


-ExGacrp, | 

BROADWAY THEATRE,—H.M. & Prrarons, 
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGN.—Paurrmas, 
ptm GARDEN.—Tur Brack Croox, — 

AQUARIUM.—Afternoon and oh nar al 
34N FRANCISCO 
THEATRE COMIQUE Vas 
MASONIO HALL.—Tae Mieers, 


ee es 
THE NEW-YorRK TIMES. 
———_—_ 
ons TERMS, POSTAGE PAID, 
AILY Timms, per annum, including the 
Sunday Edition 





BRANCH OFFICES,OF THE TIMES. 
‘Tan Taxes Up-town OfficeNo. 1,258 Broadway, 
Paris Office of Taz Tores—No, 39 Rue de Lafayette. 
' ‘Tae Towes ison sale in London at No, 449 Strand, 
AT.G., from Henry F. Gllig & Co., and at Mr. Stevens's, 
Trafalgar-square. 


Wo. 4 
—____—_— 

The Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
for to-day, in this region, warmer, clear 
weather, followed by imcreasing cloudiness, 
and probably by rain; winds mostly south- 
westerly, stqtionary or falling barometer. 

; —_—_—_——— 

There is some probability that the coun- 
try will escape the;infliction of ; general le- 
gislation at this session. The Democratic 
leaders appear to think that they have quite 
as much as they can carry in the programme 
which they have-adopted regarding the co- 
erdive legislation, and though they could 
not get their caucus to say definitely that no 
general legislation should be had, they are 
doing everything in their/: power to prevent 
it. TheSenate committees refuse to report 
any bills referred to them, and the House 
refuses to hold sessions on .Mondays—the 
only day, by its rules, when new bills can be 
introduced. This method of accomplishing 
their purpose is not very ‘straightforward, 
but, solong as it is. effectual, the country 
will regard it with gratification. 

—_—_—_——_—_—_—_——— 


It seems that we are to have a consider- 
able debate in the Senate on the admission 
of Mr. Brin, of New-Hampshire, and per- 
haps it is as well that the grave repre- 
sentatives of the States should : occupy 
their valuable time in that way as in 
- anyother. One suggestion will, however, 
occur to every sensible; reader who takes 
any interest in the question, which is that 
where there is doubt as to the tech- 
nical, but mone as to the essential, 


regularity of a Senator’s title, the rep-’ 


‘resentation of the State:in the Senate 
should be preserved. Undoubtedly, the 
~ Constitation intended that each State 
-, should, whenever ‘possible, have its two 
~ Senators, and where, as in the case of ‘Mr. 
_ (BELL, a vacancy has actually taken place, 
~ and hasbeen filled by appointment which, 
if the vacancy had been bydeath or resig- 
.. mation, would have been ample, it seems a 

* useless nicety to exclude the appointee be- 


_ sause the vacancy occured by the expira- - 


tion/ofiaterm, We shall not do the ma- 

jority the injustice to suppose that because 

p Mie Secs & Bepeblioan his'eletmn is less 
valid in their sight. 


{Bie reporaton vor good aatony that 
. Horatio Srrmour is to be appealed to 

"to save his party by allowing his name to be 
- presented asa candidate for ‘Governor- in 


November next. * It is true that Mr. Sry- 


“our has announced in ‘his most solemn 
nd affecting manner. that he will never 
“ss be pe public life. But the memory 
* Re ee eee 


the other States, their movements are not 
identical, In North Catolina, where the 
negroes have been and denied 
their political rights, they have ceased buy- 
ing small homesteads and have hoarded 
their gains, Tae Times’s correspondent 
at Newbern says that eecBgr,  Ohaete 
practice of colored people is marked, 
and it fairly indicates. the spirit of 
unrest which pervades the black people. 
They are preparing for an exodus, In 
Louisiana and “Mississippi, on the other 
hand, the exit has already begun. Although 
less than 3,000 people, all told, ‘have 
passed through St. Louis, bound for Kan- 
sas, it is certain that the exodusof this 
number of colored persons will have its ef- 


‘| fect.on those who remain. They, too, will 


be influenced by the vague feeling of un- 
easiness which has driven so many to seek a 
more -congenial home in the far West. 
The fugitives have been wronged, cheated, 
and denied all political rights. The evi- 
dence collected by our correspondents proves 
that neither prosperity nor political freedom 
ean be enjoyed by the biacks in the cotton- 
growing regions of Louisiana and Mississip- 
pi. It does not seem to affect the volume 
of this emigration to warn the fugitives of 
therashness of their venture. They are go- 
ing, and they absolutely refuse to return. 
a err 


The city: and township elections which 
occur in Ohio, to-day, will be.regarded with 
great interest, as they will afford some indi- 
cation of the politival complexion of the 
State. Naturally enough, “the Ohio idea” 
has.so far influenced the politicians that 
three tickets are in the field in most. of the 
municipalities in which elections occur. 
Republicans, Nationals, and Democrats 
have drawn their party lines with great firm- 
ness, though local issues must necessarily in- 
fluence results. _ In Columbus, for example, 
we are told that the excellent and reputa- 
ble gentlemen who, as candidates for Mayor, 
represent the Republicans and Nationals, 
are opposed bya Democrat who is supported 
by gamblers and other dangerous foes of 
society. The Democratic majority in Co- 
lumbus is 1,100, and the contest in that 
city is not only a warm one, but it is re- 
garded with great solicitude throughout 
Ohio. 


A DOUBTFUL VICTORY. 


Neither party should be entirely satisfied 
with the late debate or-with its result. 
On the Republican side there has been, 
perbaps necessarily, a degree of confusion 
which may be easily made to look like dis- 
ingenuousness. On the Democratic side 
there has been palpable dishonesty, anda 
restraint which may not be maintained at 
a later stage of the contest. Thus the Re- 
publicans appear as solidly opposed toa 
measure which in another form a majority 
of them would not be .unwilling to support. 
They have resisted the repeal of the clauses 
relating to the employment of troops at the 
polls, not because they would sanction a 
partisan use of military power, but because 


| the repeal comes up in a shape that renders 


it part of a scheme for breaking down the 
constitutional authority of the Executive. 
The position is logical and sound, but it ex- 
poses its occupants to the risk of being mis- 
understood.. The cool, clear heads of the 
party, during the progress of the debate, 
rendered sufficiently distinct the difference 
between the merits of the measure and the 
method adopted to give it effect; others, 
who should have done better, allowed their 
hostility to the method to discolor their 
criticism of the measure itself. Had. the 
Democrats accepted Mr. Conarr’s chal- 
lenge, and severed the measure from the 
Appropriation bill, some of the more im- 
petuous Republicans would have been not 
a little embarrassed. They would have ap- 
peared as supporters of a bill whose object 
they incautiously denounced as revolution- 
ary. 

Fortunately for the Republican Party, 
these errors are trivial in comparison with 
the blunders that will render the Demo- 
cratic victory more disastrous than defeat. 
The partisan blindness and malignity which 
created the occasion for a special session 
have been apparent at every step. Of 
oratorical ability the Democrats have no 
lack, as this debate has showfi, but the 
ablest of their speakers have proved them- 
) selves most dangerous to their own party. 
Many of their propositions commit them to 
a policy that would concentrate all 
governing power in the, House of Rep--| 
resentatives, and bring the Govern- 
ment to a déad-lock if. the Senate or 
the President resist their extreme 
demands. One may respect the moral 
courage 
Mr. TucKEn’s powers to foreshadow violent 
action as a means of enforcing the Demo- 


4 | cratic plan, but his party has good reason | ¢ 


to deplore the rashness that, commits it to 


co pay Secsalgar pei sustained, Still 
| in s popular sense, must be | 





when the time comes for the President to 
act, We shall then see whether the Demo- 
cratic Party can be held together under the 
guidance of the extremists. For the mo- 
‘ment the presumption seems to be their 
favor, An undercurrent of tion 
exists, however, which may demolish their 
caleulations when the stoppage of the Gov- 
ernment, asa consequence of the denial of 
its supplies, shall be presented as a specific 
issue. 


Certainly the sophistry which Mr, Tvex- 
EB and others have employed in stating the 
issue is too transparent to deceive any man 


| of common intelligence, This is the case 


as they present it: If Congress pass the po- 
litical measures as parts of the two,appro- 
priation bills, and the President refuses to 
sign the bills because the measures are at- 
tached,—who shall yield? Is not the right 
of Congress to dictate to the President as 
valid as the right of the President to dic- 
tate to Congress’. If the refusal of Con- 
gress to yield can be called coercion is not 
the same term applicable to the action of 
the President? Absurd as it is; such is the 
substance of the Democratic argument in 
support of the extremists’ programme, Mr. 
Tuoxer forgets that there is a wide differ- 
ence between a veto, which is an expres- 
sion of the President’s judgment in a form 
prescribed by the Constitution, and a 
refusal to recognize the veto by a 
majority less than the constitutionally 
prescribed two-thirds, The President, if 
he fulfill the expectations of his. party, 
will simply exercise his lawful authority ; 
he will discharge his duty as he understands 
it. The Congress will assert an unlawful 
pretension, and will make it the exeuse for 
doing by an indirect agency what it cannot 
do in conformity with the Constitution. 
The proposition is so obviously untenable 
that something more tangible than threats 
will be. required to prove that the Demo- 
cratic Party as a whole is willing. to abide 
by its consequences. Meanwhile this isa 
fair specimen of the wordy devices om- 
ployed to strengthen the backbone of the 
party and to justify its course before the 
country. | 
A NATIONAL BANKRUPT LAW. 
The Boston Board of Trade has appointed 
a committee to prepare the draft of a new 
National Bankrupt law, and has requested 
the Chamber of Commerce of this City, and 
similar organizations in other cities, to co- 
operate in securing the passage of such a 
law. The New-York Chamber of Commerce 
has decided to appoint a committee for this 
purpose, and, doubtless, other bodies. will 
take action in the matter. If these influen- 
tial organizations, representing the commer- 
cial interests of the country, take up the 
subject in earnest, the movement is likely to 
lead to results of far more importance 
to the mercantile community. than 
will the elaborate Insolvent bill now pend- 
ing in the Legislature of this State, A good 
Bankrupt law is universally recognized not 


only as desirable from a strictly business 


point of view, but.also as necessary to com- 
mercial growth and prosperity. Such a law 
should relieve an honest debtor from the 
heavy burden which financial disaster has 
brought upon him, and, at the same time, 
by-an economical protection and equitable 
distribution of the insolvent’s effects; secure 
the creditors in their just rights. . But there 
has always been more or less prejudice 
agaist bankruptcy and insolvent laws, 
owing to the gross abuses which their de- 
feets have made possible—abuses which 
have had a demoralizing effect on business, 
and have threatened to destroy the credit 
which is essential to commercial activity. 
These evils, however, can be reduced to a 
minimum, if they cannot be wholly avoided, 
by a law properly drawn. 

In the absence of a national system of 
bankruptcy, a State Insolvent law may 
serve a useful purpose. At the present 
time most-of the States have such laws. 
But they are to be regarded as a temporary 
expedient rather than a permanent méas- 
ure,.and to be tolerated only untila satis- 
factory national law shall be secured. 
Commerce is in its nature national or inter- 


-wore given under » min 


hy as | true situation ;” that the gmc ‘order 


follow the example of gels where a 
Bankrupt law has boen kept in foree six 
the reign of Henry VIII. When 
has proved the law to be “defective, it has 
been amended or supplanted by a new one, 
The English act of 1869 was doubtless as 
defective as the law repealed by Congress 
last year. But, instead of the 
system of bankruptcy, Parliament’ is now 
devising» better law to take the place of the 
existing one. 
—_—_—_—_— 

THE CASE OF FITZ JOHN PORTER. 

Although. only an abstract of the report 
of the Porter Board of - Inquiry. has 
been made public, yet this abstract fully 
covers the points at issue, with the ex- 
ception of the purely legal ones. It be- 
comes, therefore, a proper subject for dis- 
cussion and comment. Judging from inter- 
nal evidence, we should infer the report 
to be the work of Gen. ScHormznp, Among 
the guides to this opinion are its announc- 
ing conclusions in preference to minutely 
weighing details, and its repeating promi- 
nent phrases, as for example, those ¢on- 
cerning the length and weariness of Mc- 
Dowex1’s edlumn, the “‘ subordinate, faith- 
ful, and judicious” conduct of PorTER on 


Aug..29, and his saving. the Union Army | 


from defeat. The réport is drawn in the 
form of an unqualified eulogy of Gen. 
Porrsr throughout the campaign. Doubt- 
less, the reader has thought of one apparent 
exception to this statement ; but it is an 
exception in appearance only. In diseuss- 
ing the animus of PorTER toward Pops, the 
board limits its previous assertion of inabil- 
ity to find anything in the former’s conduct 
on Ang. 29 to criticise, ‘‘ much less deserv- 
ing of censure or condemnation,” by saying 
that it cannot defend “the indiscreet and 
unkind terms in which Gen. Porter ex- 
pressed his distrust of the capacity of his 
superior commander.” But it does not de- 
scribe those terms as improper, or even dis- 
courteous ; and unkindness is hardly a mili- 
tary fault, or is a fault only when exercised 
by a superior toward subordinates, or among 
persons toonearly equal in their functions to 
require the unhesitating obedience of one to 
the other. The ‘‘indiscretion,” also, plainly 
is viewed not in relation to the good of the 
service, but to Gen. PorTER’s personal in- 
terests, since it is added that ‘‘to that in- 
discretion was due in very great measure 
the misrepresentation of both his motives 
and his conduct, and his eonsequent con- 
demnation.” Thus the solitary phrase which 
might appear to be unfavorable ¢riticism is 
explained away. 

There were three points in the conduet of 
Gen, Portsr, exclusive of his words:-or sup- 
posed animus, on which his conviction and 
sentence in 1862 were based. The first 
was his alleged delay in moving his com- 
mand to Bristow Junction on the night of 
Aug. 27, 1862, in obedience to an order 
from Gen. Porpz; the second was his failure 
to take an active part in the operations of 


‘Aug. 29, when an engagement of some 


character was going on; the third was his 
failure to'move against the enemy on the 
evening of that day, in obedience to a writ- 
ten order from Gen, Pops. On all these 
points the three officers forming the Board of 
Inquiry of 1878 take views‘ exactly oppo- 


, site to those entertained by the nine Gen- 


eral officers forming the court of 1862, 
which convicted Portgr. Without under- 
taking to rehearse the many hundreds of 
pages of testimony and arguments on 
these points, if seems. to us that 
the real key to the difference in 
these conclusions is that the Court-martial 
evidently did not pass judgment in their 
minds on Pope’s campaign,.and held the 
charges against Gen. Porter to be inde- 
pendent of the question whether that cam- 
paign was well or badly planned and con- 
ducted, The Board of Inquiry, on the 
other hand, evidently considers the cam- 
paign as miserably managed by Pops, On 


national. The trade of a country knows no} Aug, 29, ‘‘Gen. Popz appears,” says the 


State lines, Hence, alaw which essentially 
affects and regulates the business interests 
of the country at large should be national. 
What the commercial interests of the nation 
require is uniform system of bankruptey 

the United States, and this can 
be secured only by an act of Congress. 
‘When that body refuses to provide sugh a 


which impels a man possessing defy toedbpeon ese sug ante pe, 


‘several Sta But these can have no ex- 








board, ‘‘ from his orders and from his testi- 
mony to have been at that ghee. Ec 
norant of the’ true situation.” more 
severe criticism on this point. iting hardly 
be pronounced. This attitude of mind 
‘brings the board into sympathy with Gen. 
PorrTeR’s defense as it stands now, and as 
it stood before the original Court-martial.. 
What the court pronounced disobedience 
on Gen. Porter’s part, the board regards as 


-| a fortunate bpaavardMhntby shopped p vac 24 
- discretion of a corps commander,” and its 


eee) 


“was based upon conditions manifestly er- 


| roneous ;” that the Union Army at that time 


“was not even yet ready for battle ;” that 
4n ‘would have “led to inevitable 


t | disaster ;” that.it would have been “an in- 


effective blow, destructive only to the 
force that made it, and followed by a coun- 
ter-nttack disastrous to the Union Army ;” 
and that it would have resulted in ‘‘the 
enemy’smore Speedy concentration.” Now, 
With such views all-potent, it becomes a 


minor detail to inquire when the 4:30 P. 


M. ordgr was received, or whether McDow- 
ELL did or did not give orders to Porter 
that morning to ‘‘put in his troops there,” 
Whatever Porter did or failed to do was, 
in the board’s opinion, “ a wise and judicious 
exercise of his discretion as corps com- 
mander,” which ends the matter, and 
might have rendered unnecessary even the 
severe cross-examination of Gen. McDowELL 
as to whether he could swear that he said 
troops” or ‘‘ forces,” or “here” instead 
of ‘‘there,” in a verbal indication given to 
Porter on the ground, sixteen-years before. 
That the Board of Inquiry has the correct 
view of the operations of August, 1862, 

and that the Court-martial had a much less 
correct. view, seems incontestable ; indeed 

it would’ be strange if the lapse of sixteen 

years, with new maps and Confederate. re- 

ports and witnesses, should teach nothing. 

But does it follow that ‘“‘the judgment of 

the Court-martial was based upon greatly 

efroneous impressions respecting what 

Gen. Portes’s conduct really was”? On 

the contrary, that court had learned from 
Gen. Portrr’s able counsel all that Gen. 

Portrr himself then knew about the posi- 
tion of forces and the various events of Aug. 

29, on which his action was really based. 

His present counsel have pointed out with 

earnestness that ‘‘no lack of personal in- 

integrity,” or any ‘‘ stating falsehoods” was 
ever imputed to Gen. PorTEr by the origi- 

nal Court-martial, so that it must. be con- 

cluded that the Court-martial did not take 

the plea of an exercise of the discretion of 

a corps commander as sufficient answer to 

the charges and specifications of disobedi- 

ence and misconduct. 

The Board of Inquiry holds that Gen. 
PortTeEr’s *‘ distrust of the capacity of his 
superior commander” led him toa fortunate 
exercise of his own discretion in the pend- 
ing operations, for which it greatly extols 
him ; the Court-martial believed that this 
distrust and his strong feeling for the treat- 
ment of MoCLELLAN betrayed him into dis- 
obedience. These radically different views 
of the same transactions may therefore re- 
vive the old diseussion as to where, in the 
military profession, discretion ends and dis- 


obedience begins. 
—S 


TROUBLES OF AN ENTOMOLOGIST. 

With profound regret we observe that 
there is trouble in the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, Perhaps we should say that there is 
trouble in Gen. W. G. Lz Dvo’s Department 
of Agriculture. This time it is not about- 
tea. Usually, some long-suffering third- 
class clerk, whose life has been made a bur- 
den to him by reason of thé stimulation. of 
the tea-plant interest in the Department of 
Agriculture, resigns his ‘position and mad- 
ly rushes. into Canada, where he has as- 
surance that nobody has ever attempt- 
ed the cultivation of tea.. The 
present trouble arises from bugs. The. 
Western members of Congress: have fre- 
quently made themselves merry over the 
** bugologist,” as they denominate the Pro- 
fessor of Entomology attached to the De- 
partment of Agriculture. To these simple 
souls there appeared no necessity for the 
existence of such an office as entomologist. 


He represented to them only the idea of a 


juiceless person who spends his time and the 
public money in looking at useless bugs 
through a microscope. It is: unnecessary 
to say that this view is erroneous. The en- 
tomologist of the Agricultural Department 
has, or has had, ideas of his own beyond 
his microscopes. He has quarreled with 
Gen. Le Duo, which is something in his fa-. 
vor ;. aad he has not quarreled on the sub- 
ject of the cultivation of the tea-plant,’ 
which is another point to his credit. 
It is tolerably well known that Commis- 
sioner Le Duo, though minutely versed in 
relating to tea-culture, is not a 





‘leave., 


Ley, in his humble andj unobfrusive way, 


country in the interests of science and agri- 
culture. .He never boasted that the culti- 
‘vation of entomology in the United States 
would extinguish the national debt and 
leave enough money over to finish the 
Washington monument. Gen. Le Dro 
might have claimed this for the tea-plant ; 
but ne sane entomologist, however enthusi- 
astic, has ever said as much for his favorite 
science. And when the Commissioner, 
looking gloomily over the Professor’s carpo- 
logical collections, arboretum, and models 
of .ecucurbitaceous fruit,  has.. asked 
how all this affected the cultiva- 
tion of the tea-plant in’ the Mus- 
kingum bottoms, Prof. Rrusy’s patience 
has naturally felt a severe strain. No man 
not wholly given over to the tea idea has 


any rights in the Department of Agriculture 
which the present. Commissioner is bound 


to respect. Certainly, no self-respecting 
bug, however. remotely connected with 
American agriculture, could remain in a 
museum wholly given over totea. Although 
they call it “cold tea” in the Sonate, and 
“‘bug-juice” in the rum-shops, there can 
be no possible, relation between the spirits 
of the Commissioner and the Professor. 


The fact brought out by « recent correspond- 
ence, that the State of Indiana has no distinct fiag of 
its own, has been commented upon all over the 
country as an instance of singular neglect on the 
part of its officers in times past. It may be safely 
said that had Indiana been a Southern State no such 
omission would have occurred, and though, at the be- 
ginning of the civil war, it was not looked upon as the 
most loyal State in the Union, it is probable that the 
sympathy of some of its inhabitants for the seceding 
Commonwenlths was due rather to party causes 
than to any clearly-dofined ideas on the subject of 
State sovereignty, or the spirit would have shown 
itself in this form of local exaltation years ago. The 
want of a flag is a defect which hardly needs remedy- 
ing now, aé a belief seems to be springing up that 
for war purposes they are in many ways highly ob- 
jectionable, and in this country the employment of 
them as regimental colors is about the only use to 
whieh State flagsare put. Military officers in England 
have lately pointed out that regimental colors in a 
battle are apt to be sources of great loss, and are of 
no appreciable amount of service. It is easy to be en- 
thusiastic in erging ‘‘ Rally round the flag!” or 
“Stand by the flag, boys!” but im actual service the 
men of a regiment in modern forms of warfare are 
greatly scattered, and the flags have not only to be 
protected by a strong color-guard, who are thus 
taken from active employment, but they form the 
most conspicuous mark for the riflemen of the 
enemy to aim at. Their value is now purely senti- 
mental, aud may have been largely overestimated, 
while the trouble and loss they occasion can be 
demonstrated without much difficulty. Inu former 
days, when armies fought in close order, the flags 
were unquestionably of great worth as rallying: 
points for the soldiers, but improvements in the 
methods of killing have done away with many of 
the customs of past generations, and it may be tnat 
battie-flags will soon have to take their place among 


We have so much freedom of the press in 
this country, where its tendency is always to excess, 
and have had so much of it from the beginning, that 
we hardly know how to appreciate it ‘fully, having 
nothing different to measure it by. Wecan form a 
very clear idea of it, however, by glancing at the 
Governments of Continental Europe, where all po- 
litieal troubles and eompliecations are associated with 
the press, of which Ministers und bureaucrats abroad 
are ever suspicious, and which they take every possi- 
ble means to repress.. In Russia nothing ean be 
printed against the Czar or his authority. unless by 
secret presses, and the discovery and destruction of 
any one of these is regarded, and justly, as a tri- 
umph of law and order, or properly of despotism. 
Every such press is held to be dangerous; and it is. 
Antoeracy is unsafe where freedom has any privi- 
leges. In Germany, disapproval of the Gov- 
ernment in a newspaper insures a visita. 
tion of the Police, and punishment of the 
editor who dares to express an opinion adverse 
to BisMAROK's. Press offenses have been. condoned 
in Spain, but they are still grave political sins, and 
must be guarded lest they be severely punished. In 
Austria there is no real liberty of the press, but it 





lie, is little shackled. But only in Great Britain and 
here have we any genuine freedom of opinion and 
eriticism by mouth and publication. The inheritance 
of the great English tongue carries many advantages, 
ana not the least of thesais freedom ot speech. 


The general impression that the University 
of Leyden, once unsurpassed by any in Exrope, bas 
quite gone to decay is entirely erroneous. Since the 
Prince of Orange granted to the heroic defenders of 
the town the seat of learning, which they preferred 





1575,) it-has had as. many eminent Professors and 
stadents as any university of ita age. Among these 
have been Scatiazur, GoMARUS, GroTius, AmiIntus, 
DescarTss, Bowsuaavet, CAMPER, SPANHEIM, 
RHUNKEN, and any number of noted philosophers, 
seholars, and littératears. It has, of course, declined 
since its palmy days, but it now bas some 30 Pro- 
fessors and 900 students, and enjoys a high reputa- 
tion, especially as a school of medicine and nataral 
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z tha he was released and was on the point 
of sailing for. . 
arrived from Paris with a photograph taken at the 
Bank of France. He was rearrested and found to 
be the original of the photograph, which led to the 
discovery of various forgeries, and caused him to be 
sent to prison for 10 years. Wouldn't it be well 
fox our banks so aitgy eee cuties 5.0 Geteeene 

The annual report of the Irish Registrar 
General is a document which may be perused with @ 
good deal of intarest in country, inasmuch’as it 
throws considerable | éal light on the subject 
of emigration from Ireland to the United States. 
The report for 1878,’ which has jast been issued, 
shows that the total emigration from Ireland last 
year was 41,000, an increase.on the two preceding 
years, when it amounted in round numbers to 37,- 
000 and 38,000, respectively, Of the 41,000 per- 
sons who left Ireland last year, nearly one-half went 
to England or Scotland, over 14,000 came to this 
eountry, and bet ween 6,000 and 7,000 emigrated to 
Australia and New-Zealand. Canada does not ap- 
pear to have found any favor with the Irish ase 
field for emigration, only 606 persons having gone 
there, three-fourths of these being from the north: 
ern province of Ireland. The Province of Mum 
ster contributed 9.2 per 1,000 of the popm 
lation, Ulster 8.8, and Leinster and Connaught 
5.5 each, to the total emigration. The ems 
grants do not appear from the report to have 
been of a superior class, more than one-half of the 
males being described as laborers, while only one in 
forty comes under the description **farmer.” We 
also find from the Registrar-General’s document 
that the male emigrants are only a fraction in excess 
of the females. While it may. be seen that Irish im- 
migration has greatly fallen off, it should be re- 
membered that there ate two factors at work—bad 
harvests in Ireland, and returning prosperity in this 
country—which may possibly bring it back to some 
thing like its old proportions. The report contains 
8 piece of information, taken from. the Irish eensut 
report of 1871, which is not, however,.likely to pass 
without question among Irish people. It is a calew 
lation that on the day of the census there were liv: 
ing about eigi:t and a half millions of Irish-bors 
people, about five anda half millions of these being 
within the shores of the green island. Of sourse, 
no “ patriotic” Irishman could be found who would 
be willing to admit that his ubiquitous race is not 
more numerous. There would seem 10 be some 
ground for the objection, too, inasmuch as Western 


do not appear to have been taken into the calcula- 
tion. 





GENERAL NOTES. 
—< 
Thursday, April 17, is to be Fast Day ia 
Maine. 


Wednesday will be the fourteenth anniver- 
sary of the surrender of Lee’s army. 


The Republicans of Kentucky will hold their 
State Nominating Convention at Loulsville on 
Thursday next. 

The late Hon. William Wilson “bequeathed 
about 825,000 for the endowment of a seminary at 
Angelica, Allegany County. S 

William J. Aydelotte, of Maryland. ant 
George H. Bagwell, of Virginia; have been appoint- 
edto adjust the boundary line between the two 
States. 


Mr. J. Milton Turner denies that the commit 
tee of the negro churches in St. Louis bad received, 
upto the 3d inst., any assistance in their work of 
earing for the negro refugees from the South, out 
side of that city. ; 

Little Maggie Nutting, the only infant saved 
from the wrecked steamer Metis in August, 1872. 
and daughter of Mr. Alfred Natting, of Dion, died 
of searlet fever in that town on Thursday last. She 
was a handsome child, winning in manners, aad 
matured in thought and speech. A few weeks ago 
she celebrated her eighth birthday. 


Some branch of the Anti-cruelty to Animals 
Society ought. to take notice of the following, in- 
flicted by the Detroit Post: **The Washington Post 
says: ‘ We are not'yet convinced’ that the Demoera- 
ey can afford to carry Tilden in 1980." If the Post 
hasn't been ‘convinced,’ 1¢ must have been an oyer- 
sight on the part of the man who has charge of the 
bar’L”’ 

The New-Orleans Democrat frankly states 
that the Demoeratic people of Louisiana expect that 
the reeently-elected Constitutional Convention. will 
take the position that a large portion of the State 
debt is fraudulent and should be repudiated ont 
right, and that it has the right to sift it for this pur 
pose, and to insist upon an equitable adjustment of 
the whole of it, principal and interest. And. that 
they also demand that the convention shall emunel- 
ate that under the Constitution there is no judicial 
power on earth competent to enforce an obligation 
againstia State, except by her special consent and 
authority, or to regulate the manner in which she 
shall exercise the sovereign power of collecting anf _ 
disbursing her revenues. 


The Des Moines (Iowa) Register says. thai 
Hon. John A. Kasson, having obtained leave of 
absence from his post as Minister to Austria, will 
come home and probably make a few speeches in the 
canvass in that State, perhaps with a view to his re 
turn to Congress at the next term, or even of an 
eleetion to the Senate as successor to ex-Gov. Kirk 
wook The Register also regards ex-Gov. Carpenter, 
Hon. James F. Wilson; and Secretary MeOrary as 
candidates for the Senate, but, on the whole, seems 
} inelined, for its own part, to favor. the return of 
Mr. Kirkwood, whom it describes as “the great 
hearted old man, who has as much brain aud as good 
use of it as any man in lowa, when he is stirred out 
of his natural sluggishness.” 


THR OREDIT MOBILIER SUIT. 
’ To the Edttor of the New-York Times: 
Absence from this city and want. of opportu. 
nity to consult with my friends, and particularly the 
sudden death of one of my counsel, the late Chan- 
cellor Daniel M. Bates, of Delaware, have delayed 
me until now in asking an opportanity for this brief 
eomment upon a recent publication in your columns. 
On the 29th of March you published two columns of 
matter purporting to be an abstract of a complaint 
in a sult brought against me by the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company. Its publication in your columns 
in connection with details of “finding” me at the 
Windsor Hotei, and the like, seems to show a purpose 
on the part of the promoters of the suit to create @ 
‘sensation and forestall: rather than a . 
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